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Current Policy 

DMHA will seek required ice and sign an ice contract with the 
Municipality of Thames Centre and/or other facilities as needed for 
its on-ice programs yearly. The executive and the ice scheduler are 
responsible for identifying to the municipality the association’s ice 
requirements for the upcoming season within the municipality’s 
deadlines and policies for ice allocation.  

The organization and scheduling of ice time for the DMHA hockey 
programs is the responsibility of the ice scheduler. League 
representatives will assist the ice scheduler as needed. During OMHA 
playdowns and league playoffs, the ice scheduler will schedule ice 
times for games with assistance from the OMHA and league 
representatives to ensure that the association’s playoff priorities are 
met. Ice, including practice ice, will be given to teams that require it 
for playdowns and/or playoffs based on those priorities.  

To the extent possible, Dorchester Minor Hockey Association will 
allocate ice in a reasonably fair manner. Representative teams may 
be provided with additional practice ice if available, and will pay a 
representative team fee for that purpose. The ice scheduler will 
endeavor to allocate at least one practice, if possible based on league 
schedules, and average of one game time per seven day period to all 
teams, subject to league regular season and playdown/playoff 
schedules and OMHA and league recommended game lengths and 
start times.  

The normal duration of a practice is generally considered to be 60 
minutes, based on the arena clock, from the scheduled start time and 
will include 50 minutes of ice time for practice and 10 minutes for 

Updated Policy 

DMHA will seek required ice and sign an ice contract with the 
Municipality of Thames Centre and/or other facilities as needed for 
its on-ice programs yearly. The executive and the ice allocator are 
responsible for identifying to the municipality the association’s ice 
requirements for the upcoming season within the municipality’s 
deadlines and policies for ice allocation.  

The organization and scheduling of ice time for the DMHA hockey 
programs is the responsibility of the ice allocator. League 
representatives will assist the ice allocator as needed. During OMHA 
playdowns and league playoffs, the ice allocator will schedule ice 
times for games with assistance from the OMHA and league 
representatives to ensure that the association’s playoff priorities are 
met. Ice, including practice ice, will be given to teams that require it 
for playdowns and/or playoffs based on those priorities.  

To the extent possible, Dorchester Minor Hockey Association will 
allocate ice in a reasonably fair manner. Representative teams will be 
provided with additional practice ice if available, and will pay a 
representative team fee for that purpose. The ice allocator will 
endeavor to allocate at least one practice, if possible, based on 
league schedules, and average of one game time per seven-day 
period to all teams, subject to league regular season and 
playdown/playoff schedules and OMHA and league recommended 
game lengths and start times.  

The normal duration of a practice is generally considered to be 60 
minutes, based on the arena clock, from the scheduled start time and 
will include 50 minutes of ice time for practice and 10 minutes for 



flooding of the ice. In allocating practice and game times, teams in 
the Peewee division and below shall, where possible, be allocated 
times ending prior to 9:00 PM.  

Coaches at all levels are encouraged to consider sharing practice ice 
with other teams in order to provide increased practice ice time for 
players. Shared practices are mandatory for all LL teams at the 
Peewee division and below, and will be so scheduled by the ice 
scheduler. Teams may practice with a team one age group above or 
below.  

If a team cannot use its allocated ice, it is the responsibility of the 
team coach/manager to trade that ice with another team as soon as 
possible and to notify the ice scheduler of the trade. If the ice cannot 
be “traded” the team coach/manager must notify the scheduler no 
later than 7 days prior to the scheduled ice time. Each team will post 
a bond of $200 at the beginning of the season. Any team that fails to 
properly use or arrange for an acceptable alternate use of an 
allocated ice time pursuant to this policy will forfeit the bond.  

 

flooding of the ice. In allocating practice and game times, teams in 
the U13 division and below shall, where possible, be allocated times 
ending prior to 9:00 PM.  

Coaches at all levels are encouraged to consider sharing practice ice 
with other teams in order to provide increased practice ice time for 
players. Teams may practise with a team one age group above or 
below.  

If a team cannot use its allocated ice, it is the responsibility of the 
team coach/manager to trade that ice with another team as soon as 
possible and to notify the ice allocator of the trade. If the ice cannot 
be “traded” the team coach/manager must notify the ice allocator no 
less than 7 days prior to the scheduled ice time. Each team will post a 
bond of $200 at the beginning of the season. Any team that fails to 
properly use or arrange for an acceptable alternate use of an 
allocated ice time pursuant to this policy will forfeit the bond.  
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